1478	INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
compound lacemes or panicles. Calyx free, persistent, 4-5- fid or
-partite; lobes rounded or ovate. Petals 4-5, free or slightly coher-
ing at the base, erect-patent or reflexed, elliptic, imbricate (rarely
contorted). Stamens 4-5; filaments more or less adnate to the petals,
sometimes 0; anthers ovate-oblong. Ovary ovoid or globose (rarely
conical-beaked); ovules few, inserted on a subglobose placenta; style
short; stigma capitellate. Fruit small, globose, l-(rarely 2-) seeded.
Seeds globose, excavated at the base; albumen pitted or subrurninate;
embryo curved, transverse.—Species 120.—Tropics and subtropics.
1    Inflorescence both terminal and axillary.   Leaves entire ....      1     E nbes
2.   Inflorescence axillary     .       ...	.....         2.   E  tsjsnan-cottam
The fruit is anthelmmtic and mildly laxative.
E. concinna Baker, E. madagascanensis A. DC., E. micrantha
A. DC., E. villosa Baker are used medicinally in Madagascar; E.
angustifoha A. DC. is used in La Reunion, E. kraussii Harv. in
Zululand.
1,   Embelia ribes Burm. f. Fl. Ind.  (1768)  62, t.  23.—
plate 577.
A large scandent shrub; branches long, slender, flexible, terete,
with long internodes, the bark studded with lenticels. Leaves
coriaceous, 5-9 by 2-3.8 cm., elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate, shortly
and obtusely acuminate, entire, glabrous on both sides, shining above,
paler and somewhat silvery beneath, the whole surface covered with
scattered minute reddish sunken gland (conspicuous in the young
leaves), base rounded or acute; main nerves numerous, slender (more
or less obscure in fresh specimens); petioles 6-16 mm. long, more
or less margined, glabrous. Flowers 5-merous, numerous, small* in
lax panicled racemes which are terminal and from the upper axils;
branches of the panicle often 7.5-10 cm. long with more or less
glandular-pubescent rhachises; pedicels 1.5-2 mm. long, glandular-
pubescent; bracts minute, setaceous, deciduous. Calyx about 1.25
nun, long; sepals connate about 1/3 of the way up, the teeth 5, broadly
triangular-ovate, ciliate. Petals 5, greenish yellow, free, 4 mm. long,
elliptic, subobtuse, pubescent on both sides. Stamens 5, shorter than
the petals, erect; filaments inserted a little below the middle of the

